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Natioan! Survey of Lawyers' Career Satisfaction, 1984 (ICPSR
8975)

Pediatric Home Care: Results of a National Evaluation of

Programs for Ventilator-Assisted Children, 1974-1983
(ICPSR 8948)

Slave Trials in Anderson and Spartanburg Counties, South
Carolina, 1818-1861 (ICPSR 8674)

Social Mobility, [1973-1976): An International Social Science
Council (ISSC) Workbook in Comparative Analysis (ICPSR
8682)

Survey of Consumer Attitudes and Behavior, January 1983 -
August 1984 (ICPSR 8788-8807)

Survey of Facilities for Runaway and Homeless Youth, 1983-
1988 (ICPSR 9129)

Tecumseh Community Health Study, 1959-1969 (ICPSR 8969)

Uniform Crime Reports: County Level Arrest and Offense Data,
1986 (ICPSR 9119)

Violent Events in France, 1830-1860 and 1930-1960 (ICPSR
9080)

WABC-TV/ New York Daily News Poll, September 1985
(ICPSR 8590)

WLS-TV/ ABC News Chicago Democratic Primary Exit Poll,
February 1987 (ICPSR 8850)

WLS-TV/ ABC News Chicago Mayoral Election Exit Poll, April
1987 (ICPSR 8851)

Agricultural and Demographic Records of 21,118 Rural
Households Selected from the 1860 Manuscript Censuses
(ICPSR 9117)

American Housing Survey, 1985: National Core File (ICPSR
9091)

Annual Survey of Govemments, 1986: Finance Statistics (ICPSR
9164)

Attitudes and Perceptions of Police Officers in Boston, Chicago
and Washington DC, 1966 (ICPSR 9087)

Autobiographical Accounts of Property Offenses by Youths at
UCLA, 1983-1984 (ICPSR 8950)

Census of Population, 1910 [United States}: Public Use Sample
(ICPSR 9166)

County Statistics File 3 (CO-STAT 3): [United States]
(ICPSR 9168)

Crime and Mental Disorder, 1972 {ICPSR 9088)

Current Population Survey, April 1985: Veterans' Supplement
(ICPSR 9132)

Current Population Survey, September 1985: United States
Immunization and Smoking Survey (ICPSR 9133)

Current Population Survey, June 1987: Fertility and Birth
Expectations (ICPSR 9131)

German Social Survey (ALLBUS) 1986‘(lCPSR 8897)

Historical Statistics on Prisoners in State and Federal
Institutions, Yearend 1925-1986: [United States] (ICPSR
8912)

Household Mailstream Study, 1977 (ICPSR 8412)
Immigrants Admitted to the United States, 1978 (ICPSR 8959)

International and National Data on the European System
(INDES), 1945-1980 (ICPSR 9115)

Monitoring the Future: A Continuing Study of the Lifestyles and
Values of Youth, 1987 (ICPSR 9079)

National Hospital Discharge Survey, 1986 (ICPSR 9095)

National Medical Care Expenditure Survey, 1977: Health
Insurance/ Employer Survey, Benefit Data for the Privately
Insured Population Under Age 65 (ICPSR 9076)

National Youth Survey [United States]: Wave V, 1980 (ICPSR
9112)

Patterns of Behavior in Police and Citizen Transactions: Boston,
Chicago and Washington DC, 1966 (ICPSR 9086)

Population {1986) and Per Capita Income (1985) Estimates
[United States]: Governmental Units (ICPSR 9167)

Robberies in Chicago, 1982-1983 (ICPSR 8951)

Sociological Study of Backcountry Users at Grand Canyon
National Park, 1984-1985 (ICPSR 8543)

Survey of Consumer Attitudes and Behavior, September-
December 1984, January-December 1985, January-February
1986 (ICPSR 8808-8825)

Survey of Victimization and Attitudes Towards Crime and Law
Enforcement in Boston and Chicago, 1966 (ICPSR 9085)

Uniform Crime Reports: Arrest Data for the 75 Most Populous
Counties in the United States, 1986 (ICPSR 9163)

World Export Data (WED), 1948-1983 (ICPSR 9116)
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A total of 14 courses were conducted over the"
two weeks, with only 4 courses not being run

through lack of participants. Our thanks are

again due to the lecturing staff, who contributed

their time and energy to the successful staging of

the Program.

" ..remember the photographs?

Any participants in the second week courses of
the 1989 Summer Program who would like a
print of the excellent group photograph taken by
Lisa Coleman should contact Roger Jones. There
is also an excellent photo of Lyn Richards' class
in the Mac lab.

...and 1990

The next ACSPRI Summer Program will be held
in Canberra, at the ANU, from 4-16 February
1990. You should already have received your
copy of the brochure setting out details of the
Program. Extra copies of the brochure, and
booklets of course outlines can be obtained from
the SSDA. Postgraduate students from ACSPRI
member institutions in Queensland, South
Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania
should note especially the offer of reduced
course fees.

Contacting ACSPRI and the SSDA
You can contact us at:

ACSPRI, Social Science Data Archives, The
Australian National University, GPO Box 4,
Canberra ACT 2601

...or by E-mail

Contributions to the newsletter and general
ACSPRI and SSDA queries can be addressed to
Roger Jones on rgj310@COOMBS.ANU.OZ.
Requests for information on SSDA data
holdings and data orders should go to Gina
Roach on GAR310@CSC.ANU.OZ.

The Changing Environment of Social
Science

Ken Reed

The following is an edited version of a report on the
development of ACSPRI, prepared by Ken Reed,
which was presented by him at the meeting of the
ACSPRI Council held in June 1989.
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In November, 1988, I undertook a two week
study tour of universities and colleges in New
South Wales, mostly in Sydney. My initial view
of the purposes of the study was that it
constituted a 'fact-finding mission' to enable
ACSPRI to better target its existing services, and
to assess the demand for new ones. However, it
very quickly became clear that there were more
fundamental issues involved than a set of
marketing decisions. The material for this article
derives mostly from my experiences in Sydney.

The environment in which ACSPRI operates
has changed since its inception. Recent years
have witnessed dramatic improvements in
access to machine-readable social science data
because of technological developments in
mainframe computers, the increased power and
decreased cost of personal computers, software
development geared to hiding the complexity of
computing operations from the user, and the
increased availability of both local and
international data. Consequently, more people
are capable of using social science data, more
people want to learn how to use it and more
people are capable of teaching it.

The activities of Government agencies
(independently of the activities of the ABS)
have made an impact. There has been an
increased reliance on survey based data by
government agencies as a resource for policy
formulation, decision support, better targeting of
welfare resources and as a legitimation
mechanism. This has had two major
consequences. The first is that the Government
has become a major consumer of survey data,
especially through the wuse of external
consultants and the establishment of project
teams within departments. The second is that
government agencies have become a major
producer of survey data with current surveys of
workplace industrial relations, (un)employment
experience and multi-culturalism being cases in
point. While much of the demand for labor and
other resources has been met by the academic
sector, there has been a growth in career
opportunities for individuals engaged in
commercial social science research.

Government policies geared to economic
rationalisation have also begun to impact on
ACSPRI's environment. Current policies for the
restructuring of the tertiary education sector
seem intent on a move closer to the application
of market principles for funding. One

consequence of this is the improved capacity of
social science courses which demonstrate a
capacity to develop research, policy evaluation
and data-management skills to attract funding.
A case in point here is the Bachelor of Social
Science degree at the University of New South
Wales. Similarly, cost reduction constraints
imposed on the ABS have resulted in attempts
to set prices on data which more accurately
reflect its market value. These two examples are
important to ACSPRI in that they affect the
value attached to data and to data analysis skills.

These two changes are also reflected to some
extent in segments of society currently remote
from ACSPRI. Governments increasingly make
use of public information campaigns to
influence the behaviour of its citizenry. The
measurement of political attitudes and voting
behaviour is an integral part of elections.
Interest groups make use of social data to locate
issues on a political agenda or to indicate
support for their cause. Moral debates, such as
that surrounding the issue of drug
decriminalisation, frequently involve the
mobilisation of social science information.
Precedents have been set in the United States,
UK and New Zealand for the use of attitudinal
survey data as evidence of community feeling or
meanings attached to brand names, corporate
logos and so on. And there is increasing use of
social scientists as social commentators in the
media rather than the use of 'eminent persons'
or 'moral experts'.

The academic sector itself is currently subject to
a set of changes likely to have consequences for
ACSPRI The technological changes I described
earlier have, of course, had a major impact on
levels of computer literacy. Quantitative
research is gaining in prestige because it is more
demonstrably scientific, it attracts funding and
its expert skills are more visible. Core
disciplinary concerns, such as class theory, are
increasingly subject to quantitative analysis as
data which is explicitly designed to address such
concerns becomes available. The availability of
large scale generic survey data, such as the
National Social Science Survey, generate
pressure to operationalise and test theory.
Within sociology, a discipline which attracts a
disproportionately large number of female
students, the acquisition of computing and
quantitative analysis skills has been linked to
attempts to improve the status of female
academics. The attempts of Frances Lovejoy at
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- faced with the optidns of training an existing
staff member or employing someone externally
(e.g. a statistician or a psychologist).

Other consequences which might be noted as
resulting from these changes include the
reduced certainty of career opportunities for
younger academics with an emerging gulf
between tenured and non-tenured staff. Its
importance for ACSPRI is the consequent drive
towards alternative career structures and
increased emphasis on multi-skilling.

There is a greater involvement in consultancy
work by academics, with members of several
departments in New South Wales departments
claiming that the capacity to bring funding to a
department is replacing publication record as a
measure of merit. The significance of this for
ACSPRI is that there are no support services
existing explicitly for academic social science
consulting except the commercial arms of the
unijversities. These seem to be generally viewed
as incompetent to manage the sort of projects
typically undertaken within the social sciences.
This view is shared to some extent by the bodies
in question. For example, the commercial arm
of the University of Woollongong, the fastest
growing university in Australia in terms of
commercial operations, treats the social sciences
as marginal to its operations.

There are two aspects of this trend which are of
particular concern. The first is that much of this
consulting appears to be relatively low grade
work paid on the basis of the status of the
practitioner rather than market value. For
example, literature reviews are undertaken by
relatively senior academics, at prices appropriate
to their seniority, for work which could be done
by third year students using CD-ROM
technology in a fraction of the time at a fraction
of the cost. The second is the perennial problem
of standards in applied research (having to
make compromises because of political
expediency, the lack of a code of ethics,
inappropriate price structures and so on) do not
appear on the agenda in Australia. Attempts to
raise this as an issue at the Empirical Social
Research Conference in Brisbane, in 1988, were
completely ignored.

There is an increasing reliance on technical
officers, research assistants and professional
officers for technical support services, in both
pure and applied research. A common pattern
appears to be that a senior academic mobilises
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funding on the basis of his or her reputation and
uses that funding to hire staff with the relevant
technical expertise. ACSPRI is currently
servicing a proportion of these staff through the
Summer Program (14% of attendees at the 1989
Summer Program were research assistants). It
must be borne in mind though, that the labour
market position of individuals with data
analysis skills has improved rapidly, and so
those with the most marketable skills are
unlikely to be found in the academic sector.

A final, relatively minor point, is that New
South Wales social scientists are reporting a
shift away from interest in the USA, UK and
Europe and an increasing focus on Asia and the
Pacific rim. In the longer term, ACSPRI will
need to be ready to service this interest.

In sum then, the key changes in the
environment which contextualises ACSPRI's
activities are that:

. technological changes have made
machine-readable social science data easier to
use

. there is a growing demand for, and
increased commercial value of, social data and
for training in its analysis in all sectors of society

. the Government is becoming both a
major consumer and a major producer of
survey data

. there is a greater involvement in
consultancy work by academics

. the academic sector is poorly situated to
compete for personnel with good research and
data analysis skills

. the academic sector increasingly operates
through market principles

. student demand for courses which
provide them with skills of value in the labour
market is increasing

ACSPRI's current orientation towards academic
social science is a consequence of its heritage
rather than reflection on its situation and its
interests are best served by recognising that the
social science community transcends
employment sectors. To the extent that
ACSPRI's objectives do encompass improving
the state of academic quantitative research
methodology, the most rational course would be
to direct its efforts towards a national campaign
to improve the numerical skills of social science
students. This was done in the United States
during the 1960's by the American Sociological

Association and is the current trend in British
sociology and political science in the wake of the
impact of Thatcherism and Sir Keith Joseph's
attempts to restructure the tertiary education
system. However, I would suggest that ACSPRI
has no a priori commitment to the academic
sector nor to any particular discipline within the
social sciences. ACSPRI's primary concern is
with empirical social science research, wherever
it takes place.

Major Changes to ACSPRI Proposed

The last meeting of the ACSPRI Council held in
June endorsed a proposal for a major change to
the membership of ACSPRI. Since its
establishment in 1976, ACSPRI membership has
been institutional, with ACSPRI services
available to all individuals associated with an
institutional member. The new structure
proposed is for two levels of membership:

. institutional membership, costing
around $800-$900 as now;

. departmental membership, costing
around $250.

Departmental membership would be the
normal form of membership in academic
institutions, with institutional —membership
being an option where there is sufficient
departmental interest to warrant it and as the
standard form of membership for non academic
bodies.

The Meeting also discussed a proposal to
discontinue the national membership of ICPSR
which was established in 1976. Current use of
ICPSR services is very low and the $6000 annual
subscription is a major drain on ACSPRI
resources. The options here are:

a. retain the national membership as now
with the annual ICPSR subscription paid as a
general expenditure item by ACSPRI, with
services available free to all ACSPRI members
and to non-members at a charge determined by
ACSPRI;

b. retain the national membership but
with the annual ICPSR subscription shared by
those institutions that wish to retain free access
to ICPSR services, with others having access at a
charge determined by the contributing
institutions; or

¢. withdraw from ICPSR membership,
with access to any ICPSR services left to
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